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Learning Objectives
1) What data is in the Arizona Social 

Vulnerability Index?
2) Data visualization best practices
3) Strategies for bringing together 

community data groups 



Background
• Social determinants of health data shows us community-

level factors that may be contributing to health disparities

• The CDC Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) brings together 
many different factors at once and estimates places in 
greatest need during an emergency

– The SVI was created using a national-level analysis, not accounting 
for Arizona specific conditions



How can we use the SVI?
• Know where to target resources when resources are 

limited

• Estimate how many emergency personnel and services 
are needed to assist people

• Reference it in a response to a grant to address a need in 
your community



Collaboration
ADHS is partnering with Arizona State 

University and the Data Advisory Committee
to develop an Arizona specific SVI



The Data Advisory Committee
• 50+ organizations represented
• Local public health, healthcare, nonprofit, Tribal, 

University
• Brings community insight to the table and advises 

ADHS on how to implement data projects with 
equity



Data Viz Best Practices
• Partner with the community
• Provide clear explanations
• Make data actionable and address root causes
• Disaggregate data
• Use representative images/icons
• Remove bias in sorting and in use of color 



Arizona

Internet Access
Built Infrastructure (water, electricity)

Distance/Access to Healthcare
Flood, Heat, Fire, Air Quality

Population Density
Social Services/Food Insecurity

In addition to the first four 
themes on the right, which are 
in the CDC’s SVI, ASU, ADHS, 
DAC, intend to create a fifth 
theme that is unique to Arizona
and/or not addressed in the 
existing CDC themes

Arizona SVI



Webmap example
CDC/ATSDR Social 
Vulnerability Index

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealt
h/svi/index.html

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/interactive_map.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/interactive_map.html


Storymap example

City of Charleston

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e01346012f604403b7dfa2c18970db69


Poll questions





Real Stories
Would you like to share your story of how these factors 
impact the health of your community? 

We are doing a small sample of interviews to collect 
stories to share alongside the AzSVI data. If you’re 
interested in learning more please reach out to Holly 
after the session!
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Thank you!

holly.starr@azdhs.gov
matt.roach@azdhs.gov

azdhs.gov/azhip
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