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W HAT’S MY J OB?
• TRAINING

• Qu a rt e rly Se xu a l Vio le n ce  Co re  Ad vo ca cy Tra in in g  
(SVCAT) fo r n e w  a d vo ca t e s  o r re n e w a l e ve ry 2-3 
ye a rs

• By a g e n cy re q u e st
• Ot h e r w e b in a rs  – ch e ck o u t  ACESDV.o rg  t o  se e  

w h a t ’s  co m in g  u p
• TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

• Su p p o rt  fo r a d vo ca t e s  a n d  a g e n c ie s
• He lp  w it h  h a rd  ca se s
• Co m m u n it y co n n e c t io n s
• Sp e c ia l e ve n t  sh a re  o u t  via  List se rvs
• Em o t io n a l su p p o rt

• SART d e ve lop m e n t  a n d  su p p o rt
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HOUSEKEEP ING

• Ca n  yo u  h e a r m e ?

• Th is p re se n t a t io n  m a y co n t a in in fo rm a t io n  a n d  
t o p ics  t h a t  a re u n co m fo rt a b le .

• Yo u  a re  e n co u ra g e d  t o  t a ke  ca re  o f yo u rse lf 
h o w e ve r yo u  n e e d .

• If yo u  h a ve  q u e st io n s – t h e y a re w e lco m e !

• P le a se  in t e rru p t  o r n o t ify m e  if I sp e a k t o o  q u ickly!

• P le a se  in t e ra c t  t o  yo u r le ve l o f co m fo rt .



HOUSEKEEP ING CONT.

• Th is  t ra in in g  is  fo r yo u ! I h o p e  yo u  g e t  
w h a t e ve r yo u  ca n  fro m  it .

• I re cog n ize  t h a t  m a n y o f you  a re  e xp e rt s  
a n d  va lu e  you r a d d it ion s  t o  t od a y’s  
t ra in in g . 

• Th e re  is  a  t ra in in g  e va lu a t io n  a t  t h e  
e n d  – p le a se  fill it  o u t !
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LEARNING OBJ ECTIVES

• Un d e rst a n d  t h e  d yn a m ics  o f se xu a l a ssa u lt  in  
ru ra l a re a s .

• Un d e rst a n d  t h e  b a sic s  a n d  m e a n in g  o f 
co n fid e n t ia lit y.

• Discu ss  sp e c ific  co n ce rn s  fo r ru ra l co m m u n it ie s .
• Eva lu a t e  h o w  t o  n a vig a t e  b a rrie rs  a n d  co n ce rn s  

fo r co n fid e n t ia lit y. 
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1. Eve ryo n e  d e se rve s fre e d o m  fro m  
h a ra ssm e n t , d isc rim in a t io n , a n d  
vic t im iza t io n . 

2. Vic t im iza t io n  o r c rim e s a re  NEVER t h e  
vic t im ’s fa u lt .

3. W e  b e lie ve  p e o p le .
4 . Be in g  u n co m fo rt a b le  is  w h e n  le a rn in g  

h a p p e n s – t ry t o  s t a y in  a  g ro w t h  m in d se t . 
5 . Qu e s t io n s  a re  e n c o u ra g e d !

UNDERSTANDINGS 
AND

AGREEMENTS



SEXUAL ASSAULT
In  Ru ra l Com m u n it ie s
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99

• Se xu a l a ssa u lt  in  ru ra l 
a re a s  is  n o t a b ly 
u n d e rre p o rt e d  co m p a re d  
t o  u rb a n  a re a s . 

• On ly 4 2% o f vio le n t  
c rim e s, in c lu d in g  se xu a l 
a ssa u lt , a re  re p o rt e d  t o  
p o lice  in  ru ra l a re a s . 

Bu re a u  o f Ju st ice  St a t is t ic s
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Se xu a l Assa u lt  Re p o rt s  in  Arizon a , 20 19 P e r 
FBI "Vio le n t  Crim e s" Re p o rt

0
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Se rie s1

Do  you  t h in k 
t h e se  a re  t h e  on ly 

se xu a l a ssa u lt s  
t h a t  occu rre d ?
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In c id e n c e  o f ra p e  in  Arizo n a  c it ie s  w it h  p o p u la t io n  50 0 ,0 0 0  a n d  
u p
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FBI Crim e  Da t a  Exp lo re r, 20 25
So m e  20 21 d a t a  is  m issin g  

d u e  t o  t h e  Co vid -19 
p a n d e m ic .

154 1
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In c id e n c e  o f ra p e  in  Arizo n a  c it ie s  w it h  p o p u la t io n  le s s  t h a n  10 ,0 0 0  

12

FBI Crim e  Da t a  Exp lo re r, 20 25
So m e  20 21 d a t a  is  m issin g  

d u e  t o  t h e  Co vid -19 
p a n d e m ic .

123



THE RATE O F VIO LENT VICTIMIZATIO N, W HICH INCLUDES RAP E O R SEXUAL 
ASSAULT, IS HIGHER IN URBAN AREAS CO MP ARED TO  RURAL AREAS.
Urban 24.5 per 1000 people
Rural 11.1 per 1000 people

USAfa c t s .o rg , NCVS, 20 21
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SEXUAL ASSAULT IS THE 
MOST UNDERREP ORTED 

CRIME TO P OLICE
75% o f se xu a l 

a ssa u lt s  a re  n o t  
re p o rt e d

8 0 % o f re p o rt e d  
ra p e s a re  re p o rt e d  b y 

w h it e  w o m e n
De p a rt m e n t  o f Ju st ice  (20 15)



P OP ULATION OF W HITE P EOP LE BY COUNTY

NIH.GOV, 20 25
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Th e  NIH u se s d a t a  
from  t h e  US Ce n su s, 
w h ich  h a s it s  t rib a l 

in fo rm a t ion  on  a  
se p a ra t e  p a g e



CONFIDENTIALITY
Me a n in g  a n d  Im p ort a n ce
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CONFIDENTIALITY
Con fid e n t ia lit y e n su re s  

t h a t  se n sit ive  
in fo rm a t ion  is  on ly 

d isc lo se d  t o  a u t h o rize d  
in d ivid u a ls  u n d e r 

sp e c ific  con d it ion s .

• P e rso n a l
• Me d ica l
• Le g a l
• Fin a n c ia l d e t a ils
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W h a t  Do e s  
Co n fid e n t ia lit y  Me a n  
fo r  a  Su rv ivo r?
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• Tru st
• Sa fe t y
• Re sp e c t  
• P o w e r
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W HAT DOES CONFIDENTIALITY MEAN 
IN A RURAL CONTEXT?
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SP ECIFIC 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
CHALLENGES
In  Ru ra l a n d  Trib a l Com m u n it ie s

20
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Ove r la p p in g  
Re la t io n s h ip s
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• Ru ra l se rvice  p ro vid e rs  o ft e n  h a ve  d u a l o r 
m u lt ip le  re la t io n sh ip s w it h  c lie n t s , se e in g  
t h e m  n o t  o n ly in  a  p ro fe ssio n a l ca p a c it y 
b u t  a lso  in  so c ia l, re lig io u s, a n d  
co m m u n it y se t t in g s. 

• Th is fa m ilia rit y ca n  b u ild  t ru st  b u t  a lso  
ra ise s  e t h ica l co n ce rn s w h e n  
p ro fe ssio n a ls  h a ve  t o  n a vig a t e  p e rso n a l 
re la t io n sh ip s a s  w e ll a s  co n fid e n t ia lit y.
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Ch a lle n g e s  in  ru ra l 
a re a s

22

• Ge o g ra p h ic  is o la t io n
• Lo n g  d is t a n ce s  t o  se rvice s  

o r n o  a va ila b le  se rvice s
• Lim it e d  t ra n sp o rt a t io n  

o p t ion s
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Ch a lle n g e s  in  ru ra l 
a re a s

23

• Lim it e d  a va ila b ilit y o f re sou rce s
• Fe w e r sp e c ia lize d  se rvice s  (e .g ., 

cou n se lin g , m e d ica l ca re )
• Lim it e d  la w  e n fo rce m e n t  

p re se n ce
Act u a l 
Go o g le  
Se a rch  
Re su lt s

w w w .a rizo n a su rvivo rs .o rg
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Ch a lle n g e s  in  ru ra l a re a s  fo r  
u n d o c u m e n t e d  s u rv ivo rs

24

• La ck o f t ru st  o r sa fe t y in  syst e m s
• In a b ilit y t o  g e t  t o  se xu a l a ssa u lt  
e xa m in e r d u e  t o  ch e ckp o in t  
lo ca t io n s
• Lim it e d  a w a re n e ss  o f VAW A la w s 
o r T/U Visa  a va ila b ilit y
• La n g u a g e  b a rrie rs



Ch a lle n g e s  in  Ru ra l 
a re a s  fo r  In d ig e n o u s  
Su rv ivo rs

SW IW C

• Hist o rica l t ra u m a  w it h  g ove rn m e n t
• Th e  FBI h a s  ve ry fe w  in ve st ig a t o rs  a n d  t h u s 
su cce ssfu l p ro se cu t ion  on ly occu rs  fo r 1 in  10  
se xu a l a ssa u lt  ca se s  
• Ea ch  o f Arizon a ’s  22 d iffe re n t  t rib e s  h a s  
d iffe re n t  la w s a n d  p roce sse s
• P h ysica l iso la t ion  a n d  la ck o f b a sic  n e e d  
re sou rce s
• For a d d it ion a l e d u ca t ion  on  t h is  t op ic , p le a se  
re a ch  ou t  t o  SW IW C
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Ch a lle n g e s  in  ru ra l 
a re a s

26

• Cu lt u ra l a n d  soc ia l b a rrie rs
• St ig m a  su rrou n d in g  se xu a l vio le n ce
• Hu sh -cu lt u re
• Tra d it ion a l g e n d e r ro le s  m a ke  it  

d ifficu lt  fo r n on -fe m a le  id e n t ifie d  
p e op le  t o  re p o rt
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Ch a lle n g e s  in  
ru ra l a re a s

27

• La c k  o f a n o n ym it y a n d  p riva c y
• Sm a ll, c lo se -kn it  co m m u n it ie s
• Fe a r o f co m m u n it y ju d g m e n t
• Se rvice  p ro vid e rs  m a y b e  

so m e o n e  t h e  vic t im  kn o w s
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HOW  MANY 
P EOP LE CAN 
YOU KNOW ?

Accord in g  t o  a  20 13 
s t u d y, t h e  a ve ra g e  

Am e rica n  kn ow s a b ou t  
60 0  b y t h e ir firs t  n a m e . 

28

NYT, 20 13
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So c ia l Me d ia

29

• In  t h e  Un it e d  St a t e s , t h e  a ve ra g e  soc ia l 
m e d ia  u se r m a n a g e s a p p roxim a t e ly 7 
a ccou n t s  a c ro ss  va riou s  p la t fo rm s.

• P e op le  h a ve  a n  a ve ra g e  o f 395 
con n e c t ion s  on  t h e  Fa ce b ook.

• W h ile  t h e a ve ra g e  In s t a g ra m  u s e r h ove rs  
a rou n d  150  t o  20 0  fo llow e rs , n e a rly h a lf o f 
u se rs  h a ve  b e t w e e n  1,0 0 0  a n d  10 ,0 0 0  
fo llow e rs .

P rio rid a t a .co m , 20 25
Th e m a rke t in g h a ve n .co m , 20 25
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RURAL VS. URBAN/ SUBURBAN

Ru ra l
• Ap p roxim a t e ly 4 0 % o f ru ra l 

re s id e n t s  re p o rt  kn ow in g  a ll o r 
m ost  o f t h e ir n e ig h b o rs .​

Urb a n /Su b u rb a n
• Ab ou t  24 % o f u rb a n  re s id e n t s  

sa y t h e y kn ow  a ll o r m ost  o f 
t h e ir n e ig h b o rs .​

30 P e w  Re se a rch  Ce n t e r, 20 18

• 63% o f ru ra l re s id e n t s  h a ve  
live d  in  t h e ir loca l com m u n it y 
fo r 11 ye a rs  o r m ore .

• 4 5% u rb a n /su b u rb a n  re s id e n t s  
h a ve  live d  in  t h e ir com m u n it y 
fo r 11 ye a rs  o r m ore .
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Ar izo n a  
P o p u la t io n  
Dis t r ib u t io n

31

• W h a t  d o  w e  se e ?
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Ar izo n a !

32

P im a  Co u n t y:
• Ariva ca : 695​
• Sa sa b e : 54 ​
P in a l Co u n t y:
• Ke a rn y: 1,74 1​
• Ma m m ot h : 1,4 28 ​
Sa n t a  Cru z Co u n t y:
• P a t a g on ia : 913​
Ya va p a i Co u n t y:
• Ba g d a d : 1,8 76 ​
• Cla rkd a le : 4 ,4 24 ​
• Corn ville : 3,362​
Yu m a  Co u n t y:
• Da t e la n d : 8 52 ​
• Ta cn a : 60 2

Ap a c h e  Co u n t y:
• Alp in e : 14 5
Co c h is e  Co u n t y:
• Bow ie : 4 4 9 ​
• Dra g oon : 20 9 ​
• Elfrid a : 4 59 ​
• P ort a l: 171
Co c o n in o  Co u n t y:
• Fre d on ia : 1,314 ​
Gila  Co u n t y:
• Ha ig le r Cre e k: 39
• W in ke lm a n : 296

Gra h a m  Co u n t y:
• Byla s : 1,94 8 ​
• Fort  Th om a s: 374 ​
Gre e n le e  Co u n t y:
• Clift on : 3,933
La  P a z Co u n t y:
• Bou se : 996 ​
• Sa lom e : 1,530 ​
Mo h a ve  Co u n t y:
• Dola n  Sp rin g s: 1,98 9 ​
• Oa t m a n : 10 2​
Na va jo  Co u n t y:
• P in e t op -La ke sid e : 4 ,0 30 ​

Re m in d e r: Ho w  
m a n y p e o p le  ca n  
w e  kn o w  b y firs t  

n a m e ?



DISCLOSURES
Of Se xu a l Assa u lt

33
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Dis c lo s u re

34

9 2% o f s u rv ivo rs  
d is c lo s e  t o  a t  le a s t  

1 p e rs o n . 
W h o  d o  yo u  t h in k 

su rvivo rs  d isc lo se  t o  
firs t ?
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Dis c lo s u re

35

It ’s  m o re  c o m m o n  t o  
d is c lo s e  t o  a  c lo s e  

fr ie n d  

o r  a c q u a in t a n c e  t h a n  
t o  a  fa m ily  m e m b e r .
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Re a c t io n s  t o  
Dis c lo s u re

36

• Ne g a t ive  re a c t io n s d e c re a se  
su rvivo rs ' p e rce ive d  co n t ro l o ve r 
re co ve ry a n d  in c re a se  se lf-b la m e .

• P o sit ive  re a c t io n s in c re a se  
su rvivo rs ' p e rce ive d co n t ro l o ve r 
t h e ir re co ve ry a n d  p ro m o t e  
e m p o w e rm e n t .
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W HICH KIND OF REACTION 
DO YOU THINK HAS A 

STRONGER EFFECT OVER 
THE SURVIVOR?

37
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Re a c t io n s  t o  Dis c lo s u re

38

Ne g a t ive  re a c t io n s  t o  
d is c lo s u re  c re a t e  a  

s t ro n g e r  n e g a t ive  e ffe c t  
t h a n  p o s it ive  re a c t io n s  

c re a t e  a  p o s it ive  e ffe c t .
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Re a c t io n s  t o  Dis c lo s u re
P u t t in g  it  a ll To g e t h e r

39

• Ne g a t ive  re a c t io n s  t o  d is c lo s u re  c re a t e  a  s t ro n g e r 
n e g a t ive  e ffe c t  t h a n  p o s it ive  re a c t io n s  c re a t e  a  p o s it ive  
e ffe c t .

o Ne g a t ive  re a c t ion s a re  t h ose  t h a t  d e c re a se  su rvivo rs ' 
p e rce ive d  con t ro l ove r re cove ry a n d  in c re a se  se lf-b la m e
 In c re a se  iso la t ion  a n d  n e g a t ive  cop in g  s t ra t e g ie s
 Fe e lin g s o f n o t  b e in g  b e lie ve d , b e in g  b la m e d , o r 

b e in g  ju d g e d
o P osit ive  re a c t ion s a re  t h ose  t h a t  in c re a se  

su rvivo rs ' p e rce ive d con t ro l ove r t h e ir re cove ry 
(e m p ow e rm e n t )
 De cre a se  lon g  t e rm  P TSD sym p t om s
 In c re a se  soc ia l e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  u se  o f fo rm a l 

(a d voca cy) su p p o rt s



4 0

HOW  MIGHT A DISCLOSURE 
IN A RURAL COMMUNITY BE 

DIFFERENT THAN IN AN 
URBAN AREA?

4 0



NAVIGATING 
CONFIDENTIALITY
In  Ru ra l Com m u n it ie s
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ARS § 13-4 4 30  CONSULTATION BETW EEN CRIME VICTIM 
ADVOCATE AND VICTIM; P RIVILEGED INFORMATION; EXCEP TION

4 2

A. A c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  sh a ll n o t  d isc lo se  a s  a  w it n e ss  o r o t h e rw ise  a n y com m u n ica t ion  m a d e  b y o r w it h  t h e  vic t im , in c lu d in g  
a n y com m u n ica t ion  m a d e  t o  o r in  t h e  p re se n ce  o f o t h e rs , u n le ss  t h e  vic t im  con se n t s  in  w rit in g  t o  t h e  d isc lo su re .
B. Un le ss  t h e  vic t im  con se n t s  in  w rit in g  t o  t h e  d isc lo su re , a  c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  sh a ll n o t  d isc lo se  re co rd s, n o t e s , d ocu m e n t s , 
co rre sp on d e n ce , re p o rt s  o r m e m ora n d a  t h a t  con t a in  op in ion s, t h e o rie s  o r o t h e r in fo rm a t ion  m a d e  w h ile  a d visin g , cou n se lin g  o r 
a ssis t in g  t h e  vic t im  o r t h a t  a re  b a se d  on  com m u n ica t ion s m a d e  b y o r w it h  t h e  vic t im , in c lu d in g  com m u n ica t ion s m a d e  t o  o r in  
t h e  p re se n ce  o f o t h e rs .
C. Th e  com m u n ica t ion  is  n o t  p rivile g e d  if t h e  c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  kn ow s t h a t  t h e  vic t im  w ill g ive  o r h a s g ive n  p e rju re d  
t e st im on y o r if t h e  com m u n ica t ion  con t a in s e xcu lp a t o ry e vid e n ce .
D. A d e fe n d a n t  m a y m a ke  a  m o t ion  fo r d isc lo su re  o f p rivile g e d  in fo rm a t ion .  If t h e  cou rt  fin d s t h e re  is  re a son a b le  ca u se  t o  b e lie ve  
t h e  m a t e ria l is  e xcu lp a t o ry, t h e  cou rt  sh a ll h o ld  a  h e a rin g  in  ca m e ra . Ma t e ria l t h a t  t h e  cou rt  fin d s is  e xcu lp a t o ry sh a ll b e  d isc lo se d  
t o  t h e  d e fe n d a n t .
E. If, w it h  t h e  w rit t e n  o r ve rb a l con se n t  o f t h e  vic t im , t h e  c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  d isc lo se s t o  t h e  p rose cu t o r o r a  la w  e n fo rce m e n t  
a g e n cy a n y com m u n ica t ion  b e t w e e n  t h e  vic t im  a n d  t h e  c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  o r a n y re co rd s, n o t e s , d ocu m e n t s , 
co rre sp on d e n ce , re p o rt s  o r m e m ora n d a , t h e  p ro se cu t o r o r la w  e n fo rce m e n t  a g e n t  sh a ll d isc lo se  su ch  m a t e ria l t o  t h e  
d e fe n d a n t 's  a t t o rn e y on ly if su ch  in fo rm a t ion  is  o t h e rw ise  e xcu lp a t o ry.
F. No t w it h st a n d in g  su b se c t ion s A a n d  B, if a  c rim e  vic t im  con se n t s  e it h e r ve rb a lly o r in  w rit in g , a  c rim e  vic t im  a d voca t e  m a y 
d isc lo se  in fo rm a t ion  t o  o t h e r p ro fe ssion a ls  a n d  a d m in ist ra t ive  su p p o rt  p e rson s t h a t  t h e  a d voca t e  w orks w it h  fo r t h e  p u rp ose  o f 
a ssis t in g  t h e  a d voca t e  in  p rovid in g  se rvice s t o  t h e  vic t im  a n d  t o  t h e  cou rt  in  fu rt h e ra n ce  o f a n y vic t im 's  rig h t  p u rsu a n t  t o  t h is  
ch a p t e r.

Excu lp a t o ry e vid e n ce  is  e vid e n ce  t h a t  t e n d s t o  
e xcu se , ju st ify, o r a b so lve  t h e  a lle g e d  fa u lt  o r g u ilt  

o f a  d e fe n d a n t .



4 3

O rg a n iza t io n a l 
P o lic ie s

4 3

• Use  fo rm s t h a t  in fo rm  t h e  con se n t  
o f h ow  in fo rm a t ion  w ill b e  u se d . 

• Da t a  p ro t e c t io n : Ho w  c lie n t  
in fo rm a t ion  w ill b e  s t o re d  a n d  se cu re d .

• Lim it s  t o  c o n fid e n t ia lit y: W h e n  
in fo rm a t ion  m a y n e e d  t o  b e  sh a re d  
(su ch  a s  m a n d a t o ry re p o rt in g ).

• Re a d  t h e  fin e  p rin t  on  you r in t a ke  
fo rm s. 

• Re a d  t h e  fin e  p rin t  t o  you r su rvivo r!
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Ma k e  it  KNOW N!
Ad ve rt ise  p u b lic ly a h e a d  o f 
t im e  t h a t  yo u r o rg a n iza t io n :

• Fo llo w s co n fid e n t ia lit y la w s
• Is  sa fe  t o  t a lk  t o
• Is  n o t  a llo w e d  t o  sh a re  w it h  

a n yo n e  t h a t  t h e  su rvivo r 
d o e sn ’t  w a n t  t h e m  t o

Sh a re  u p o n  in t a ke :
• Co n fid e n t ia lit y e xp e c t a t io n s
• Bo u n d a rie s

Im a g e  is  AI Ge n e ra t e d
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Se c u re  Da t a
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• Arizo n a  la w  re co g n ize s co n fid e n t ia lit y p rivile g e s fo r 
se xu a l a ssa u lt , d o m e st ic  vio le n ce , a n d  c rim e  vic t im  
a d vo ca t e s  (A.R.S. § 13-4 4 30 ). Ho w e ve r, t h e re  a re  
lim it a t io n s:

• Co n fid e n t ia l co m m u n ica t io n s b e t w e e n  a  
su rvivo r a n d  a n  a d vo ca t e  a re  p ro t e c t e d , 
m e a n in g  a n  a d vo ca t e  ca n n o t  b e  fo rce d  t o  t e st ify 
a b o u t  p riva t e  d iscu ssio n s w it h  a  su rvivo r.

• Th is p rivile g e  d o e s n o t  n e ce ssa rily e xt e n d  t o  t e xt  
m e ssa g e s, a s  w rit t e n  co m m u n ica t io n  is  o ft e n  
co n sid e re d  d o cu m e n t a ry e vid e n ce  ra t h e r t h a n  
t e st im o n y.

Th is  is  t h e  re a so n  t o  
h a ve  a  w o rk p h o n e !
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In t e n t io n a l 
Bo u n d a ry  Se t t in g
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• Se t  e xp e c t a t io n s d u rin g  in t a ke . 
• “In  t h is  ro o m , w e  a re  a d vo ca t e  a n d  

su rvivo r. Ou t  in  t h e  w o rld  w e  ca n  b e  
re la t e d  b y m a rria g e .”

• “If I se e  yo u  in  p u b lic , I w ill n e ve r 
m e n t io n  a n yt h in g  t h a t  h a p p e n s in  
t h is  ro o m  u n le ss  it ’s  so m e t h in g  yo u  
b rin g  u p .”

• “Fo r n o w , if I se e  yo u  in  p u b lic , I w ill 
n o t  a p p ro a ch  yo u  firs t .” 

• Ma ke  su re  su rvivo r a g re e s t o  t h is .
So c ia lw o rkt o d a y, 20 24
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In t e n t io n a l 
Bo u n d a ry  Se t t in g
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• Co n sist e n t ly e n fo rce  yo u r b o u n d a rie s .
• If t h e  su rvivo r p u sh e s b a ck in  p u b lic , 

t h a t ’s  o ka y. P ro ve  t o  t h e m  t h a t  yo u ’re  
sa fe  b y n o t  e n g a g in g  o r sa yin g , “I 
ca n ’t  t a lk  a b o u t  t h a t  h e re .”

So c ia lw o rkt o d a y, 20 24
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W o rk a ro u n d  o p t io n s
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• Ha ve  a  d isc re e t  e n t ra n ce  t o  t h e  fa c ilit y o r b e  
w illin g  t o  m e e t  a  su rvivo r o ff s it e . 

• If t h e  su rvivo r is  co n ce rn e d  a b o u t  kn o w in g  
p e o p le  w h ile  o b t a in in g  a  fo re n sic  m e d ica l 
e xa m , a sk if t h e y’d  p re fe r t o  b e  t ra n sp o rt e d  t o  
a n o t h e r co u n t y.

• Co n sid e r c re a t in g  a  co d e -w o rd  w it h  t h e  
su rvivo r fo r w h e n  yo u  ca ll a b o u t  t h e ir ca se , o r 
w h e n  t h e y ca ll yo u . 

• If fu n d in g  is  a  co n ce rn , co n sid e r t h e  SARP  
p ro g ra m . 
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W HAT COULD HAP P EN IF YOU TALK 
TO THE SURVIVOR ABOUT THEIR 

CASE IN P UBLIC?

4 9
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W h y  It  Ma t t e rs
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• P ro t e c t in g  su rvivo r co n fid e n t ia lit y 
is  t h e  a d vo c a t e ’s  re sp o n sib ilit y, 
n o t  t h e  su rvivo r’s . 

• Ad vo ca t e s w h o  c ro ss t h o se  
b o u n d a rie s  ca n  fin d  t h e m se lve s 
g ivin g  a d vice , ra t h e r t h a n  h e lp in g  
a  su rvivo r t o  re g a in  t h e ir p o w e r.

• Blu rrin g  t h e  lin e s in  yo u r 
p ro fe ssio n a l re la t io n sh ip  n o t  o n ly 
p u t s  t h e  su rvivo r’s  co n fid e n t ia lit y 
a t  risk  b u t  a lso  co m p ro m ise s yo u r 
w o rk, yo u r a g e n cy, a n d  yo u r 
fu n d in g  if yo u  re ce ive  g ra n t s .

So c ia lw o rkt o d a y, 20 24



THANK YOU 
FOR ALL THAT YOU DO!
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P le a s e  c o m p le t e  t h is  fo rm !

Qu e s t io n s ?
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Ca rrie @ACESDV.o rg
Co m p lim e n t /Co m p la in t  De p t : 

Bro o ke @a ce sd v.o rg

mailto:Carrie@ACESDV.org
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